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Current Landscape Activities Current Landscape Activities 
in Californiain California

Many efforts are underway to achieve water 
efficient landscape design and maintenance:

•Proposed revisions to the State Model Water 
Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
•California Friendly Landscapes, Bay Friendly 
Landscapes, etc.
•LEED and green building programs 
•Revision of the Council’s Landscape Best 
Management Practices



Landscape Design Guidelines 
incorporating the best ideas from 
existing standards for new residential 
construction
Six residential landscape design 
templates that incorporate Landscape 
Design Guidelines

Smart Urban Landscapes: 
Project Components



Funded by the US Bureau of 
Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region, 
Southern California Area Office

Design, Community & Environment, a 
Bay Area landscape architect firm, is 
the primary project contractor

Project Funding & 
Project Contractor



Public Advisory Committee

Sierra Nevada Alliance

San Diego County Water Authority

City of Santa Rosa

Sonoma County Water Agency

California Urban Water Conservation Council

StopWaste.com

East Bay Municipal Utility District

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

P.O.W.E.R.



Smart Urban Landscapes Design 
Guidelines (Checklist), featuring 
“Smart” and Genius” scoring levels 
Six residential landscape and 
irrigation design templates 
incorporating the Landscape Design 
Guidelines

Products Available to Date



Checklist Elements

• Irrigation systems
• Site planning and design
• Drainage & stormwater 

management
• Grading & soil health
• Maintenance



Landscape Templates

• For “typical” and “zero-lot line” 
homes

• Bay Area; Central Valley; Sierra 
Foothills; Southern Coastal, 
Inland, and Foothills

• Landscape design with plant list; 
irrigation design with schedule & 
water budget







Irrigation Samples

• Irrigation system layout
• Water Application schedules for 

base plant materials
– Sprays
– Drip
– Subsurface

• Water use estimates







Chris Brown, chris@cuwcc.org

or

Marsha Prillwitz, marsha@cuwcc.org

916.552.5885

Thank you for listening!  
For more information, contact:

mailto:chris@cuwcc.org
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